CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

intellectualism, which influenced Islam for
the most part through Christianity.

It seems that the communication of these
ideas to Muhammedanism was impeded
by the necessity of translating them not
only into a kindred language, but into one
of wholly different linguistic structure. For
Muhammedanism the difficulty was lessened
by the fact that it had learned Christianity
in Syria and Persia through the Semitic
dialect known as Aramaic, by which Greek
and Persian culture had been transmitted
to the Arabs before the rise of Islam. In
this case, as in many others, the history
of language runs on parallel lines with
the history of civilisation. The necessities
of increasing civilisation had introduced
many Aramaic words to the Arabic vocabu-
lary before Muhammed's day : these impor-
tations increased considerably when the
Arabs entered a wider and more complex
civilisation and were especially considerable
where intellectual culture was concerned.
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